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Pawpblets tobe font 

againft Bapetcing of lufants to she! the peo» 
Fle, I thoight it ny to the Church of God,to 
publi this (hort diſcourſe ( which came to my 


pe she 3 


‘evince the truth in conſider thou ferioufly 
is ſaid in it, prefent Truth, and 


not carried off from thy ſteufaſtneſſi with every wind of 2 
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INF. AN T B A 1 N. 
Proved lawfull by the Scair 
130 1 1 — 


| and dangerous ſpreading of 
Il be baptized, which in all ages of the Church under the 
Goſpell hach been condemned; whenfoever it hath beene 
ſtirred, now againe revived and preſſed by the wor- 
= who. hath prevailéd to the infection of 
many’ among thoſe that pretend unto holinefle; and have 
obtained a good degree in the Church ot God; T could not be fatisfiedin 
my felfe till bad fearched into, fit, the title and claime of Infanesunto 
this ordinance and then into the barrs and pretences brought 
claime of Intancy do be 
and the Htibries baifed lagainft it weale and Aight, my 
Was at ret and ſetled in the truth and juftice of the conſtant and generall — 
practifes of all the Churches in it, and did not fo muchi qs think of mye 
any of my thoughts and meditations concerns theſe things legible, t 
by occafion of tome debate I had wich Minitters of 
a Lettet ſent uito me: by one of th I adudreſſed my ſelfe Let downe 
and atilwers to thofe things which I perceived to 


cone baſis upon which the infants rig 

ile to Abrabam; 
ba thie God of Secondly, 


he! Pom of Abrahams, but is common to cvery 
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— ie har in is TOU ing ne * 
th them, w * comes to baue, mY! 
is no — handling of the controverſie ( as it well de- 
ſerves) but the (tating ofthe ‘queftion and proofe of } 
the bjections againſt it gave oecafion: And whereas ry 
1 
— 
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Infants Bépticing proved te 
be being the ſign ng ink 


| ufee Etent as the fickt, and 
common to every beleever with his is plaine and 
‘ths feſtby che Gtahmaticall eonſtructiom of 70 

N SGecondly, It is farther evidenced, by comparing this th other Scrip. 

tures, 28.4, be bligfed Ww! bon 
dies s auherg bleflednedfe ig pro miſed ito cheir feed. as theins, in 
£0 them. Vent. 30. 256. "Ged promiſes Lo the penitent, to Git 
cumcile their heart, aud the their feed, to love hin 3 
wil pemrs ont my Spirit and im Aleffin 
mou nor out of the mouth of thy nor ot 


Mat. 19. 14. and 16. Jeſus Chrilt decla 
the children of the methbers of ithe Church, he would béve'thcon benbghe 


to him, he bleſſes them and ſuith, een is the K 
Gs 2.390) The 
beets 
Thirdly, faid Promiſes were nowpdoulidts of 
by that of che Apoſtle, G. g. 16. that the Fromiſes 
were to abr ſ0 to as intareſſed in him, 
alan and all the datiens of the cartk are bleſſed. All pro- 
0 © to Abraham, and to beleevers uns 
belkin hia a reſpect of our intereſt in him. In him are the 
nd Amen unto us. Abraham Was an anteceſſor in the faith, 
obut neither father · of dur per: 
fons ner bf our faith. sed him ic be the firſt to-whom chis 
mile was, exprtfly made ¢ after the ſame made in innipg to Jeſus 
Chriſtthe ſced of the wotuan) and iſa he was a father, and not otherwiſc, 
more then any. other beleever. There was alſo another ality in this pro- 


miſe to him, thar of his tural {ced ſhould proceed 2 mould 
have the til Chin came, to be the only: earth; 


hut the Scrptures make chis rather petuliar of thenof 
ham, and made to him in J/aack, and not generally, Fenn. 19. rr 
9.7. The Promiſe to Abraham comprehended Tfomael alo, whereupon 


the feale of it was given to him by Gods ; bleerel — 
that Promife to all in the vi Church, 
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Baptizing proved law full by the Scriptures, 
to till for his mockingof by which he forfeited 

*'*Pourthly, Another ching manifefts this truth, namely that God gave 

‘Abraham che feale of the Promiſe, not as Alrabum, not as ajew, but for 

and in refpect of the righteoufnefle ot faith he had before'circumcifion 

infticuced, in his uncircumeifion : by that it appeared he was in Chrif, 
capable of the Promiſe, and ititituled unto it : and ‘this is common to ( hti⸗ 
ſtians of che uncircumciſion as well as to ¶Abrabam that tecti ved circum. 

_°<"Fifthly, This further appeares by the thingeontained im this Promiſe, 

namely, the appropriation of God to beleevers by a free Covenant of pe. 


tulier grace above and before others, and this grace, (as believitig ) is ei- 
ther outward, tor and ch viſible Church priwiledges to be mem. 


bers of the vifible Church, -parrakers of Baptiſme *, nc. or inwardand * 
meerely ſpirituall, which none but true Saints in whom-the new creature is called 


Covena 


is formed have | 
| they continued members of the viſible Church and were 


tained tot an intereſt in the inviſible grace of the Covenant, yet that un- 
deliefe made not the Covenant and faith of God without effect, K m. 3.4, 


253. So it is under the Gof, 
Andi laftly, This is farther evinced by che whole tenour of the Serip- 
tures in the *.contrary, which is the portion ot the wicked and of their 
childten tliat are not in the Ooyenant of grace, ot 
out ward and viſible grace diereof, deprive themſelves thereof by 
ming degeherate and prophane, and are juſtly therefore excommunicate, 
The curie is al way es extended to their ſeede as well as to them, Dent. 28. 
18. Exe. 5076. and though this he not executed upon all their feed, but 
that free election matifeſted by their regeneration reſtores them to be 
veſſels of metey, yet that makes not the curſe ot God of no effect, neither 
doth the general revealed will, hinder the opera tion of the ſecret free 
grace o election, or of reprobation. 
Abrabamc eed, Rem. 4. 16. is diſtinguiſned into the feed whichis of 
the Law, and che deed which is of faith; and neither excluded, but both 
included within the Promile. And Rom. g. G. the diſtinction is betweene 
the natural and che ipitituall feed, among the natural as well as 


a3. 


nmfight unto: Cleerely all the naturall ſeed ot 


not had CovVenant- right ta Church privil edges tor them 


and their children, and though fome of’ them had not true faith and fo at- acer 


a (entrarie- 
or being once within the 4 ratio, 


al | 
14 
1 
And the 14 
* 
4 
1 
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the Promiles : Secondly, Some ate excluded the invifible grace of the Co. 


* 
: 


~ Infants Bupti cing prowed lawful by the Scripture. 
all are included in the out ward grace of the Covenant, all 
tes, to whom pertained the adoption and che and che Covenant 


venantby che ſecret countell of divine preterition, as others were include 
by election, 11. all waich furthet confirmes and cleeres whatl 
have fad; and both parts,of the Covenant are free grace, even the out, 


Wird, P/el.147.19,20.. God thews his word, ſtatutes and judgements de 
| Ifrael he hath not dealt fo with others. , 


06. It is objected by one, That this Promifeis made to Abr. 4 
a any believer,but as a perſon choſen by God freely. abam 


lyfo 
off by perl. 


ng the Prieithood, Nm. a5. 13. and che Promile of the 
Keys to Peter, Mat. 16. 17, 18,19. For ſirſt, che Promiſe to Phineas was 


not made to him as a zealous man, for then it would have been com: 
‘to all zelots ( though God tooke occaſion from his zeale, and in rewat 


thereof to make chat Promiſe unto him) but Ged made it unto him as 4 
Prieſt, in which reſpect only he was. capable ot it, and by the matter it 
lelſe apprarts it was peculiar and not common; bat to be the God of his 
people, is common and communicable to all believers as our Promiſe now 
mqueſtion; fo far are theſe cafes from ſimilituſe, as they have no relem · 
‘blance, And fo che Promile to cter is nut of a 


' 
4 


‘ 
* 


. 
| „ 12 — bjctts c pable 
1 licvet, is common co all believers, : are ſubjects capable of 
2 | chey all are perſons chofen by Gol and hand of 
N N ~ faith to receive it; and there is nocolour to aſſert, that God is not the 
. Cod of every, believer as well as of Abraham or that the children of every 
believer are not beloved. for their fachers fake as a6 Abrakam: 
Aud it isa Promiſe made, not po believers as a ſpecies, hut to individuals, 
baer vers as acted with faich. The Promiſes ot God are not notions, no & 
5 predicable of univerlals, but actuall, but whatſoever generall Promiſe is 
a made to any man as a believer, is made, intended and applicable to all, to 
aa every. co any belieuer. That they are beloved for the fathers fake, is true 
al of every believers children as wal as of Abrabams, tor if. che rootebe ho- 
5 { branches, Rom. 11. 16, 28. though fome of them be broken 
All undelicte, as it was with dbrabams feed, ver/.17.. 
5 1 t God doth fometimes make particular promiſes of particular 
0 grace (which is not applicable to all believers) o Lome perſous that be- 
1 eve, is nothing materiall or pertinent to chis queſtion, as the Promile to 
| 


— 


Laſanti Baptixing proved lawfull by the Scripuurei 
lievers,as the Promife in queftion, but of a matrer intruſted unto the Mi 
niſters of the Goſpell, and made to Peter ag {uch, not is a believers and 
though made to Peter, is applicable to all Miniſtets of the Gofpell, and 
common to the reſt of the Apoſtles. And ‘whether the inferting of ſueh 
; do prove the promife in queſtion to be a peculiar of Abrahams, 

not | let the 
And lit is apparantly a like meere cavill, to fay that I/. 59. 20% fl. is 
not applicable to all believers and all times, becauſe the Apoltle, Rem. it. 
56. applies it to the Pewes; for by the context of the originall place, it 
isa generall promiſe, made exprefly and extended to all to whom the Re- 
deemer ſhall come, and the applying thereof to the Fewes, a branch only 
of them to whom he came, is fo far from limiting it, as applying animal 
| rationale to p ohn to prove him aman, limits it to him alone excluding all 
other men, when that inſtance confirmes it to all of like caſe and condi- 
tion, and declares it appliable to them alſo, and upon the fame tesſoun. 
And Exod. 20 6. That God will ſhew mercy to thoulands of them 
that love him, is cleercly a Promiſe to the believer and his children, who 
* sts exprefly,yet by the antitheſis of the context ing it with 
the former verſe, upon which it depends and is inferred, are neceflarily 
included: and it is a Promiſe to every believer (as as the curſe in 
the former verſe, which extends to all that hate God) extending to all 
that love him, and not, matter contingent but certaine to them. And ſo 
ꝓſal. 112.2. The Promife that the feed and generation of them that feare 
the Lord and delight in his Commandements ſhall be bleſſed, is not made 
ro Fobm or Thoma only, but in common to all chat feare and delight in 
God, and both theſe Promilts are as large as bleſſedneſſe, including Heaven 
But it is further faid, r the childrens obedience is alwayes expreſſed Ob. 
That God promiſing 
undertakes’ their faith and obedience b, they 
ipicttually blefled ; Theſe two are ſome of the good things 


— 


the Promiſe and Covenant, and thereof, and are implied as F, 
effets, not as motives or caules of the promife which is moſt freely made 


by the Cia “ai | | thy chil. 
The revealed will of God in this Covenant concerning the good OF my e ] 
children, is the rule to tha Church and me, what tobelecve,hopeandex- 
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| | 
| 
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ry chil- 
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| Infants lawful byshe Scriptures. 
pect concerning them, and what to dog to and for them to prepare and en. 


ter them (as much as in us lies) into, and: for the whole good of this 
‘Pron lle. The ſectet counfell Cod toons children ſhall proye in the 
ends belongs not to us, is no rulg for us co walk by towards them till it b 
vevealed. And this Promiſe holds out unxo us; Firſt, A ground comfor. 
tably to believe and hope that God. will fulfill che whole of the Covenant 
unto them, whence we have as cleere a ground to expect theit ſpirituall as 
their comporallgood, and upon this promiſe we may ground a prayer of 
faith for both tot che children, Secondly, This Promiſe binds ustouls 
in faith all meanes that the childten are capable of for the interelfingof 
them in the goad of this Covenant, and among other to baptiſe them. In- 
fants are capable of grace, to ſuch belongs the Kin 


0 Heaven, and 
for ought we know, the Spirit hach fanctified the believers children, and 


tom this promiſe we have ground to r 

erpreſſely; and chis Covenant gines them right to the feale of it; and 
this revealed will is the rule by, which the Church and we: are to judge, 
lay ing fecret things to God: and therefore without incurring the guilt 
ot infidelity, and breach of che command included in this promufe of uf 


Oyenant to be 


ie. 


hereof is unknown unta 


micapes, and without manitelt injury coche children, and contempt ane 
Sighting of rest mercy. and. Kindneſſe expreſſad and affuged in this 
evers, ei tbet the C tusch nor they can withhold Baptiſme 
5 _., Hence it appeares, that this Objection is caſt in impertinently, totrou, 
af ble the cleere waters of this ſweet Promiſe, and Weaken our faith in it. 
ay Wh God. hath undertaken it being woc and not ours ) we are to 
— his truth and faithfulneſſe it, and not trouble 
a gut Rrarts or heads aboar it, put doigg our duties bclieve in his truch ewe. 
Mg | led, and ſubmit to his ſoveraignty ( the exereiſe rr 
. N ghen he ſhall reveale it, It is crue that the election only obtaines the 
f grace of chis promiſe wane faith of Abrahams feed 
us from ing all meanes co our children for che obtai- 

further t Raptiſme requires a ſpirituall uſe, and chil; 
any baptiled in deny it. 

Spirit 


Infants Baptizing proved lam full by the Scriptirtr. 


being paſſive in this ordinance, .it is not neceſſary that. at preſent they ex- 
preſſe the fruits of it in any activity of theirs, “4 more 5 beck 
| but chis is to be beleeved and expected, that God who hath promi- 
fed will produce it in time. And though it fall out that ſoine denie their 
Baptiſme afterwards as ſome did their eireumciſion, that is not materiall 
in this queſtion, being ont and therefore not confiderable in the diſpen- 
ſation of the. out ward viſible grace and priviledges of this Covenant 
ſuch children have. tunta; Which allo is by chis 
further manifeſted, that though many of them that receive Baptiſme, at 
full age after deny it, and declare by their apoſtacy that they are in the gall 
of bitterneſſe and bond of iniquity as Simon Magus, yet that hinders not 
2 Church to adminiſter Baptiſme to others of full age, upon their pro- 
fellion of faith and repentance, For we are to mallę by the revealed will 
God, and not be hind red by future events, Which beigg ſreret, are tobe 
left and rehrred to God. And we are incouraged fe to doe in the caſe in 
queſtion, not only from the Covenant of God, hut alſi from the experience 


of his gratious performance thereof, who hath made good this promiſe to 


the children of beleevers and profetiors in the uttermoſt extent of it, ſpe- 
-cially where there hath been no fault in the believers, either in not belee- 
ving this gratious promife,or not uling che meanes ſanctiſied for the obtai- 
of the performance of t. 15 


which unbelcevers, have ot. 


To which I anſ wer, It is plain by what I have faid, that the Scriptures Sol, 


ſpcalee great and excellent things of the ſerd and generation of the godly, 


which it not only excludes the feed of the wicked from, but ſpeakes ſad 


and dreadfull 1 : of the ſoed and children of beleevers, the 
holy Scriptures teſtifie that God is cheir God, ill circumciſe their hearts 
to love him, poure out his Spirit and bleſſing upon them, will {hew mer- 
cies to thoulands of them; they ſhall be blefied, the promifes belong unto 
chem, and the Kingdemeof Heaven; they areholy, beloved for the Fa- 
thers tale, c. but of the children ofunbelievers, they fpeake no good 
but conttarily chat they arecurled 5 will viſit che iniquities 


Spirit of God, and that that is done in the children of believers,, we have 
from this Covenant good ground to beleeve; or by the Church and pa- 
rents in bringing the children unto this ordinance in falth, Which is done 

in the right adminiſtration of it, or laſtly by the children themſel ves, who 


It is further objected, That religions parents have no other priviledge 0 5. 
concerning their children then from the meanes of knowledge for then 


‘ 
| 
i 
* 
* 
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) 


f * baten them unto the third, and fourth generation that they are 
& £3. ». lagties 
** oes thac rf broader difference between the children of beleevers and 


inhftand 
| condly, by neceflary cleere deduction from cleere Scriptures; and ſuch 
yc abound withall Pedobapti/me, of them 1 


KKK 


10 Baphizine len by the 


: farte from ſafety, fod 5.4. God = 
a8 59, And by this appeares 


ler. mer 


wonder 


ot unbelcévers,. then that ‘beleevers have the meanes of knowledge for 
their children: Befides, many unbelee vers, as ‘and open profane 

umong ub, have the meanes of h for their children, and. 
between then and the children of fe is no differende, nor the con- 
N dition ot che children of beleeverg bettet then ot unbeleevers: Into what 


a bottomleſſe pit of abſurd opinions doch the of error 
that turne from the ttuth and forlake it? 


6. That ordinances not appointed for il 


Sol antwer, Firh, That God — She thildren ‘of 
b they shar in che Covenant. 8 To Whom the Covenant belongs the ſeale 


hae 1 nee o, all Gods Covenants are fealed Covenants, : Thirdly, The chil- 
irg figm- 


ficd, way Fbeleevers are capable of this deale of the Covenant, meerely 
not be de · in the of ity both in teſpect of the out ward element 
— fea. and inwurd grace of it, and it is a ſtrong ingagement of them to devote 


e- u. themſelves unto God when they attaine diſctetion chat from the begin- 

A2.10. are confecrated unto Gods and have luch excellent promifes 

unto thetm aud what then hinders theni to be baptiſe d? 
the 


ond) Telis"yet beprifingot: children buch no founda- 


promile as - tion in Scripture, 
veto deny 


them dap. To which I antwer, There a fold of Scripture ex- 
_tifime fs 40 fle in termes, and chat is not to be had for fare princépall truths : Se- 


af havelabove opened and clecered. 

— * but That Baptifme 
Ob. * inffants,as p oha the Baptiſt and the Apoſtles did adminiſter it. 

To which I aunſweer, That it may be, and that ſutficeth in an anfwer ex- 

Sol. . the rie But becauſe I defire to drive the ad- 

Naher of * truth owe of all bis coverts and ſeeming ſtrengths. I an- 

wet lurther, That in the adminiſtration of Baptiſme, according to the 

inſtitution of it, and the uſe of ĩt by p ob and the Apoſtles, and others re- 
corded in Seriptures, there ——i. things eſlentiall and neceflary in all 

ales; and ome things hacare not nece Mary nor 


— — 


— 
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Supper, 1 Cor. 11.25, 20,28, 29,31.) But an Infant can receive the fprink- 


Baptizing proved lawfull dy the Scriptures: 
but only in fome cafes. The effentials are three only, firſt a Minifter of the 
Goſpell to adminiſter it, Mat. 28. 19. they only have commiſſion and au- 


thority for it. W A perien that hach right unto it, either by his 
own perſonall profeſſi of faith and — 4, or — unge 
hon. it is to be conferred: Thirdly, To baptiſe in the Name of the Fa- Aas 7. 
ther, Sonne and Holy Ghoſt. And that fuch perſonall confeffion is not ne- 
ceſſary, where it is otherwiſe apparant the perſon to receive it hatk 

right unto it, is plaine by Nohus baptiſing of eſus Chriſt who had Co- 
ae. unto it, and could not confeſſe ſinne, Mark.t.9. and by 
Ananias baptiſing Paul without confeſſion of ſinne or profeſſion pf 
faith, Ads 9.15, 18. God telling him he had a right unte it being his 

chofen veflell, and Peters baptizing the Centurions friends upon whom 

he ſaw the Holy Ghoſt in extraordinary gifts co fall without their per- 

fonall conteflions, Ads 10.47. and yet thoſe extraordinary gifts were 

not certaine evidences of election to eternall life. And by Pas baptiling 

of all Lydias bouthold Meerly upon their ſubmitting willingly unto it, Aa, 
without diſtinct perfonall conteſlions, for ought appeares, and ſo he 
Jaylors * houfhold, and » his houfhold and it cannot be 
reafonably imagined that there were no children afhong them; And cen tas 


1 Cor. 10. 2. All the children of the //raelires ( being within the Coye- 
nant) were baptiſod in the eloude and in the ſea as well as thoſe that Were 
of full age. | | 


But 4 is further objected, That by what I have faid, children are to 05. 
rtake in the Lords Supper alfo,being another feale of the Covenant, and 
it Infant COmmunien may be as ſtrongly inferred as Intant-Baptiſme. 
- To which I anfwer, che cafe is wholy unlike and followes nor; for 9% 
there is in the inftirucion of the Lords Supper required neceflarily and as 
effentiall unto it, {uch things as Intants are not capable of and are not re- 
quired in Baptiſme v In Baptifme (the Sacrament of regeneration ) the 
receiver is paſſi ve both in the outward and inward adminiftr ations there- 
ef But in the Sacrament of the Lords S$ ( the Sacrament of cor- 
robordtion awd increase) the partaker of it muſt be active: Ad infant 
: e himſelte, diſcerne the Lords body, doe it in re- 


cannot examine and judg ne the 
membrance of Chrift ( all exprefly required in the receiver of the Lords 


‘no of water, and is capable of the Spirit of life and grace, and if he be 
of abelaceer and of che ville in the infti- 
tution of Baptiſme exchades him, and the Covenant includes him exprefly 
which is to be fealed by it. ae or Some 
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Some other arguments are brought againſt Pedobaptiſme, but becauſe 


they are from humane teftimony negatively, (a way of arguing exploded, 


by all Logicians.) I will not miſpend pretious time in 
but Leave, them as 


with them, 


of no weight or value. But I ſliall fubjoyne ſome few. 
conſiderations. of {Ome turther abſurdities and miftakes of c 


of, 


9 chat —— Baptiſme to the children af beleeyexs, by Which the truth, 


mifes and Covenant of grace 


— 


peare. 
their opinion the children of beleevers under the Gof-, 


nal are in as —— a 22 as che — of infidels, ſtrangers from the Pro- 
rungers from the wombe, which is the 


condition of the P 3. oblerves ) Gods holy; 


Within the Covenant of grace, and 


mbes) ſhould live like 12 — not ma 


with his brand, ordained to, 


{tinguith his from thoſe he will not one; which is. exprefly againſt 
1 32 nc as I have above cleerely.evinced: But. they be allo in a 
worte caſe then the children of the Zewes under the law were, they were 


the feale of Circumciſion, a Sacra-. 


ment, the fame in ſubſtance with Baptiſme, of the fame ſpirituall ule and 


end. the place and ftead., Baptiſme ſucceeds: Which is alſo 


Aeerel againſt the Scriptures, which informe us that better thi 


are re- 


ſerved for us under the Goſpell, a better condition . them they had. 


under 
by their 
fore Chri 


cumciſed Jewm 
may not; whereby the comming 
ragement of the children of the 
digni 


19% 2. & 


the Law, Heb.13 40. Vea the children of the Chriftian — are. 


inion put in a worſe condition then the children of the Jew be- 


were in, aud yet they grant them to be within the laid Pro- 
nguſe made to Abrabam firſt above-mentioned; The children the cir- 


ight have the ſeale, but the children of the ( hriſtian Je 
gof Chriſt is made to turne to the dupa- 

riſtian ] ewes, ta depoſe them trom rhe 
nity they had under the Law, contrary to the Scriptures, 
.6. Which teftifie, that Chrift Jetus hath brought usa 


better hope, * rcftament,and his Munter to be more excellent, ind 


better promiſes. 


Theſe men have ac and the. Miniſters of. 


Chrift refule,and refufe to bleſſe thofe whom Jelus Chrift himſelte in per 


fon received, ‘embraced and bleſſed, as thoſe to whom the — cof 
Heaven belonged contrary tothe Scriptures, Ephe/.5,1: Be ye 

ot Gad as, deare children; and the Scriptures call 
the Church, 


upon the children of 


even thofe that fuck the breſts to partake in the extraordinary, 


duties of che Church, namely Joel. z. 10.1. for which they, 
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Fyefunts Baptizing proved lawful by the Scriptures, 

’ Thirdly, Thefe men breake the conſtant rule of right interpretation 
and conftruction. to fupport their fancy; The — 3 intire 
truth, fob. 47.17. Thy word is truth, and therefofeconftruction 

not be made by fraction upon any part of it, touching any queſtion 

miſed out of it alone, but upon all matters os it compared toge- 
tber, and therefore we are to fearch the Scriptures, and compare {pirituall 
things with ſpirituall thi 
cerning Sacraments, and it cleerely tab Bers that when God inſtituted 
them in his Church, he declared his mind, that the children of the Church 
fhould be partakers of them, as Gen.17.7,10. of Circumcifion,the Sacra« 
ment then of initiation and and ot the Paſſcover, Eyxod.12., 
16,47. the then Sacrament of edification, every foule in the houfe, all the 


Congregation were to eate it. After by the Goſpell in the inſtitution of, 


ter wafhing,for the fore · skins ciccumciſing, no word of altering the per- 
fons tu partake in it, as appeares exprefly, oh. 1.33. God ſent oh to 
baptiſe with water; Here the element and aut ward matter of the Sacra - 
ment of regeneration is altered, but no more by the inſtitution, no word 
of altering the perſons, fo as they remame as before, to be determined by 
the generall rule at. fuſt common to all Sacraments: But in the inſtitu- 
tion of the Lords Supper, there is made not only a change of the out ward 
matter: but alfo an direracion and limitation of the perſons, ar d children ex- 
cluded, and all chat examine not and Je: themſcl ves, and diicerne not the. 
Lords body ;. Cercainely if the Lord had intended any alteration or re- 
ſeraint of perſons in the inſtitution of Baptiſme, he would have {poken it / 
out, as he doth in the inſtitution of the Lords Supper; and his filence ther- 
in may ſatisfie any. ſober ſpirit that it never came into his min. 
But theſe men looke only upon the actuall diſpenſation of this Sacra- 
ment of Baptiſme by the Baptiſt, and by che Apoſtles upon perfons of full. 
age exprefly recorded, and not upon the rules of the Scriptures compared: 
n afore- ſaid, nor doe they conſidet the reaſon and rule of thofe practiſes. 


new converts added to the Church, and newly brought to the faith of the 


{er downe Exek. 47. 22, they gave them a portion in the inheritance of. 
the Church, and made them parcakers of the priviledges thereof 5 can any. 
conclude hence, that they intended 
inherit chem and divelt chem of the Covenant or feale to 
Churchyand vo difinherit them and * 


ngs. Take all the holy Scriptures together con- 


Baptiſme, there is no change made, ſave only in the outward element, wa- 


lu appeares expreſiy that thoſe recorded practiſes were upon proſelites, 
Gofpell, and with them they proceeded by the rule concerning proſclites, 


Which 
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inn. 
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Fol. 


which they were bare? C 
Blanck, but to 


and 
Whole 


more then we have for Infant-baprifme? Certainly none but that God 


were capable thereof, and of this they ate ca 


Io which I anſwer, That cleerel here of 


| 
| 
= 


no: There i inthe Covenant of 
es of the Church for both, the natives and the ſtranger, 
neceſſary, becauſe elſe a feale is put to a 
put the ſeale to the Co- 
venant,as much as it is to baptiſe ptofeſlors of enen 
the fame right as profeſſors. Their men cleerely erte by not obſerving che 
difference between natives of the Church, and thoſe that are forreiners 
to be received into the Church: and by not conferring the 
body of the Scriptures concerning Sacraments,te find out the mind 
of God in this buſineſle; whar is the ground the Church under 
the Golpell receives women to partake in the Supper of the Lord, for 
which they have neither precept hor example in the new Teſtament, no 


commanded their 


in che Paſſcovet *, and thereby declared them 
to be perſons 


to whom he would have — — i they 
nothing in the new: 

the excludes them. Mr. 
But fome object further, That there is an expreſſe declaration of Gods 
will concerning in che inftication of baptiſme, Nat. 28.19. G 
teach al nations baptiſing them,gc. from which inferre, that none 
cretion 


anftieution and alteration induced 


which was inſtituted long before, 5h. 1. 33. God ſent ob the Baprift to 
baptiſe with water, and Jeſus Chriſt shat gave this command, was him. 
ſelte betore this baptiſed Aar. 3. 16. and the Apoſtles to whom he {pake. 
this had baptiſod before,7ob.4.2.Secondly,It cannot be intended that theſe 
two duties of the Minifteriall office, preach and baptiſe fhould bei 
of the the they determine; that the fame per- 
fons that parrake not in the one, ſhould not be partakers of the other, or 


rms rie rtake in the one, ſhould neceflarily partake in the other. 
John baptiſed ſeſus Chrift though he did not unto himsand it is ap- 
Parantiy abfard, that Miners matt — they preach unto Whether 
7 or notʒand it is as manifeitly abſurd, that Mi- 
baptiſme do them that by the word have right unto it, be- 
baue they have not preached unto them, for it is the right unto it, not prea- 
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Infants Baptizang proved lemfull by the Scriptures. 15 
fition is to be made of Sctipture, and of all writings as ablurditie may be 
avoided. Thirdly, The true ſenſe and {cope of this place of Scripture is 
plainly no more, but firſt to inlarge the Apoftlescommiffion which was 

wen them before, Mat. 10. . to all nations ; at firſt limited to the loſtt 
1 the hoyle of Iſrael, and ſecondly to injoyne them to attend prin- 
cipally and with great care and heed the two principal duties of their of- 
fice,preaching the word, and ) the Sacraments, and whoſocver 
extends it further, apparantly wrongs an 

Apoltles 6. 


abuſes it. 
It is further objected, That the words, Mat. 28. 19. where the 
are teach baptiſe all in the originall congue 
import, that they were to baptiſe none but whom they made difciples ;- 
und then Infants are excluded. 

Jo uchichl anfwer, The words upon which this cavill and criticiſme is Sl. 

. are two, the one tranſlated ( teach) which they would have to * 4 de 
meane (make diſciples) and ꝑretend that it ought to be ſo tranflated,.and 1d awn. 
the other is(thems ) which is of the Maſculine gender, and cannot in Gram- 

maticall conſtruction agree with the word Nations going before, being of 
the Neuter gender, and therefore muſt refer to the word diſciples, implied 
in the Verbe uſually tranſlated ( teach: ) In both which it ſeems to me 
very evident, that they are greatly ( if not wilfully ) miſtaken. *. 
Fot though the word may ſignifie to teach and to make diſciples alſo, 
by the ſubject matter whichitis here taken and uſed to expreſſe, it mult. 
e here talen for the firft, and not for the other ã hecauſe to małe diſci- 
ples was not in the power of the Apoſtles ( upon. whom this command. 
it being the 
— the Apoſtles teaching, and to caſt them into the 
forme and obedience of it, and fo to make them diſciples, but to teach, and 
thereby endeavour as much as in them lay to make difciples, was in their 
power and duty, and is all the whole of the meaning of the word here, . 
therefore properly and rightly rendred teach, and not to make diſciples. di imterpres 
It is evermore the ſafe way to make expoſition of the words of the Scrip- eee. 
acco 
matter and meaning of the Scriptures themiclyes, 
appearing in the context thereof. e ie, 
And for the word [ Them. I though Nations in Grammaticall conſtru- r. 
ion cannot be the Subſtantive unto it, (the Evangeliſt in changing the 


following; not the letter but the fenfe of the word nations) yet 


8 . ＋ 
* men (chat were to be baptifed ) a word compreheniive of all ages and on 


>. 


— 
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lar of God? to frame the heart to ſubmit unto, en- « 


to our fancy, to wreſt them to the opinion we take up, dam mateo 
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LONGUE 


ken together will beare, and are not to 
eFtal-78.41e neous conceit, which limits the glorious grace of the holy one of J/rac/, 


ob. 


Infants Baptizing proved lawfull by the Scriptures. 
and underſtood ithe thy be che it, ratlic 
which is only of the Maſculine gender in the origi 

excludes. women from Baptiſme contrary to the Scriptures, 


By which appeares,chat this text according to the matter and true pro- 
per A of it, is thus in ſubſtance: Goc teach 6 
male them difciples, and baptiſe every man of what age or ſex ſoever that 
have right to that Sacrament. eee 
The ſcope of the texts is to inlatge the Apoſtles commiffion, and there - 
fore the words of it are to be expounded in the moſt large, liberall and 
.comprehenfive ſenſe chat the holy Scriptures concerning Sacraments ta- 
reſtrained to the objectors error 


and reſtraines it to rd ge dithonour thereof, ind prejudice of his people. 
It is turther objected, That Lot in Abrahams time was a beleever, and 
_ yet was not within the ſaid Covenant to Abraham nor circumciſedt. 
which Ianſwer, God made three ſeverall Covenants to Abraham, 
Gen. 17. The firſt, that he ſhould be Father of many Nations, ver|.Am 
The feconnd, to be his God, &c. wer/7. The third, co give him and his 
ſeed the land of Canaan, vera 8. The firſt Covenant is peculiat to Chriſt, 
and eAbrabam as his Father, G4. 3. 8, 14,16, 19. The fecond Promile is 
common t all belecvers with Aérabam (as I have proved) even to Lot. 
And che Was a peculiar of Abrabams naturall feed, as ap- 
tres in it leite. | | . 2 
And for Circumciſion, there was a ſpeciall reafoh why Lot had it not, 
_exprelly fet forth in the text, namely for that it was reſtrained by God to 
| Abrabam and his naturallfeed, and fuch as were them, Gen. 17. 
10. ſo as none were to partake thereof but the ew and fuch as did live 
among them and adjoyne unto them, though they were believers: They 
being appointed to be the Church to whom the oracles of God were com- 
mitted, Rom. 3. 2. till the Meſſiah came, upon whofe breaking downe ot 
the partition wall, the faid firſt Promiſe was accompliſhed, — Abraham 
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A Heavenly 3% 


Glory be to God on High, Peace en 
Earth, Good will toyyards Men. 


It was good news, is, and ever will be. i : 


OR, 
The long expected returne of as many 

publike and private Humiliations of te 
people of God. 


All will by his bleffing — 


into dayes of great praiſe x} 
and prove a fatall ſcourge to | 
_ terous blafphemous Tongues as 
Aulicus, KC. 


to 
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